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SUBJECT: HIGHLIGHTS OP VISIT TO BANGLADESH BY ADMIRAL MAURICE 
P. WEISNER, CINCPAC 

REF: DACCA 0583 

SUMMARY. THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF PACIFIC (CINCPAC), 

ADMIRAL WEISNER, AND PARTY VISITED BANGLADESH PROM 
JAN. 23-26. DURING VISIT CINCPAC MET PRESIDENT ZIA, 

THE OPERATING HEADS OP THE MILITARY SERVICES AND THE 
DEPENSE AND POREIGN SECRETARIES. MAJOR TOPICS DISCUSSED 
INCLUDED THE STATUS AND NEEDS OP THE BANGLADESH MILITARY, 
BANGLADESH RELATIONS WITH INDIA, AND SUPERPOWER PRESENCE 
IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. THE VISIT SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TO 
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CORDIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN BANGLADESH AND THE 
U.SM END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE COMMANDER IN CHEIP PACIPIC, ADMIRAL MAURICE 
P. WEISNER, VISITED BANGLADESH PROM JAN. 23-26. MEMBERS 
OP CINCPAC'S PARTY INCLUDED MR. LEO J MOSER, POLITICAL 
ADVISOR, BRIGADIER GENERAL JOHN B. MARKS, J2(INTELLIGENCE) 
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AND REAR ADMIRAL A S MOREAU, JR., ALL OF CINCPAC 
HEADQUARTERS. DURING COURSE OE VISIT, ADMIRAL WEISNER 
HELD MEETINGS WITH THE PRESIDENT, MAJOR GENERAL ZIAUR 
RAHMAN; THE CHIEF OF NAVAL STAFF, REAR ADMIRAL M H KHAN; 

THE CHIEF OF AIR STAFF AIR COMMODOR SADRUDDIN; THE 
DEPUTY CHIEF ARMY STAFF, JAMOR GENERAL H M ERSHAD; 

AND THE SECRETARIES OF THE DEEENSE (EAIZUDDIN AHMED) AND 
EOREIGN MINISTER (TABARAK HUSSAIN), (REETEL REPORTS THE 
EOREIGN SECRETARY'S 

BRIEEING OE CINCPAC AND PARTY). THE ADMIRAL ASLO VISITED 
BANGLADESH NAVAL HEADQUARTERS EOR A BRIEFING AND DISCUSSIONS WITH 
NAVAL OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO THE DACCA AREA AND TOURED 
AND HAD LUNCH AT THE BANGLADESH DEEENCE SERVICES COMM 
AND STALE COLLEGE. DURING MEETINGS WITH GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTATIVES, THE ADMIRAL WAS ABLE TO DISCUSS THE CURRENT 
STATUS AND NEEDS OF THE BANGLADESHI ARMED SERVICES, 

THE UNITED STATES-SOVIET UNION TALKS CONCERNING THE 
INDIAN OCEAN, AND CURRENTL BANGALDESH-INDIAN RELATIONS. 

2. ADMIRAL WEISNER AND PARTY WERE WELL RECEIVED 
THROUGHOUT THE TRIP AND BDG ARRANGEMENTS WERE 
EXCELLENT. PRESS COVERAGE WAS SPARSE, WITH A SINGLE 
SHORT ANNOUNCEMENT ON THE ERONT PAGES OF MOST DAILY 
NEWSPAPERS THE DAY OE HIS ARRIVAL (23 JAN.) AND A 
PICTURE OF THE ADMIRAL DURING HIS MEETING WITH PRESIDENT 
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ZIA ON THE FRONT PAGE OF SOME PAPERS ON 26 JAN. (COMMENT; 

WE DID NOT ISSUE A PRESS RELEASE AND DIDN OT SEEK 
EXTENSIVE COVERAGE.) 

3. DURING THE ADMIRAL'S MEETINGS AND VISITS, DISCUSSIONS 
EOCUSED ON THE EOLLOWING TOPICS; 

(A) THE NEEDS OF THE BANGLADESHI MILITARY SERVICES; THE 
BANGLADESHI EXPRESSED APPRECIATION EOR THE IMET 
TRAINING PROGRAM BEGUN IN EY 77. THE BANGLADEHSESHIS WOULD 
LIKE TO PROGRAM INCREASED BEYOND THE $200,000 MADE 
AVAILABLE EOR EY 78, UNDER WHICH 23 MILITARY MEMBERS 
ARE SCHEDULED TO ATTEND SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

THE ADMIRAL MENTIONED THERE IS SOME HOPE EOR A SLIGHT 
INCREASE IN EUNDS NEXT YEAR. (COMMENT; WE HAVE LEARNED 
THE EY 79 APPROPRIATION EOR BANGLADESH WILL PROBABLY 
BE $250,000, BUT HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED CLEARANCE TO 
INEORM THE BANGLADEHSIS.) THE OPERATING HEAD OF 
THE BANGLADESH SERVICES ALSO ASKED CINCPAC WHETHER 
THE UNITED STATES MIGHT PROVIDE ITEMS TO SUPPORT THEIR 
TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, SUCH AS TRAINING AIDS AND 
LITERATURE, AND EXCESS OR READY-TO-BE DISCARDED 
EQUIPMENT WHICH MIGHT BE USED BY STUDENTS DURING 
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PRACTICAL EXERCISES. THE CHIEF OF NAVAL STAFF AND 
THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE ARMY STAFF BOTH ASKED WHETHER 
SOME OF THEIR OFFICERS MIGHT ATTENT MANEUVERS IN THE CINCPAC 
AREA AS OBSERVERS. THERE WERE SEVERAL REQUESTS FOR SPECIFIC 
TYPES OF TRAINING. THESE INQUIRIES WILL BE FOLLOWED 
UP THROUGH IMET CHANNELS. 
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CORRECTEDCOPY FOR TEXT PARA 5 SHUD READ 4 

(B) CURRENT STATUS OF THE MILITARY: THE OPERATING 
HEADS OF THE SERVICES PORTRAYED THEIR FORCES AS 
NEWLY ORGANIZED, UNDER-FINANCED, AND UNDER-EQUIPPED 
BUT PROFESSIONALLY ORIENTED, WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF 
PROVIDING A DETERRENT AGAINST INTERVENTION BY ANY 
REGIONAL POWER (READ INDIA). ADMIRAL WEISNER SEEMED 
IMPRESSED BY THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH THE OFFICERS 
HE MET REGARDED THEIR DUTIES AND BY THE NUMBER OF BRIGHT 
YOUNGER OFFICERS AMONG THOSE HE MET. EACH TIME 
CONVERSATIONS TURNED TO WAYS THE UNITED STATES MIGHT 
ASSIST BANGLADESH MILITARILY, THE ADMIRAL EXPRESSED 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S DETERMINATION TO LIMIT ARMS TRANSFERS 
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AND STATED THAT IN ANY CASE APPROACHES TO THE U.S. 
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CONCERNING MILITARY ASSISTANCE MUST BE MADE THROUGH 
STATE DEPARTMENT CHANNELS. 

(C) RELATIONS WITH INDIA: SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS WITH 
WHOM CINCPAC MET ALLUDED TO THE GENERALLY IMPROVED 
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN INDIA AND HER NEIGHBORS. ALL 
WERE CONSCIOUS, HOWEVER, OF THE POSSIBLE IMPERMANENCE 
OE CURRENT RELATIONSHIPS. SOME EXPRESSED SUSPICION 
THAT INDIA WILL CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN PREEMINENCE 
THROUGH IN LESS DIRECT WAYS THAN UNDER MRS GANDHI. 

(D) SUPERPOWER PRESENCE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN: THIS 
SUBJECT CAME UP SEVERAL TIMES DURING THE VISIT, 
PARTICULARLY DURING CONVERSATIONS WITH THE CHILE OE 
NAVAL STALE, CHILE OE AIR STALE AND THE DEEENSE 
IMPRESSION FROM BANGLADESHIS WAS THAT WHILE THEY 
WOULD LIKE TO SEE A DIMINUTION OE SUPERPOWER RIVALRY 
IN THE INDIAN OCEAN AND A TRUCE ZONE OE PEACE 
ESTABLISHED THERE, THEY RECOGNIZE THAT IE THE 

UNITED STATES WERE TO WITHDRAW ENTIRELY EROM THE AREA, 
THE SOVIET UNION WOULD PROBABLY NOT EOLLOW SUIT AND 
THAT, IF UNDER SOME FAR-EETCHED SET OF CIRCUMSTANCES, 
BOTH SUPERPOWERS WITHDREW, INDIAN PREEMINENCE RATHER 
THAN NATIONAL EQUALITY WOULD CHARACTERIZE THE 
RESULTING SITUATION. 

4. THE EMBASSY REGARDS ADMIRAL WEISNER'S VISIT AS 
VERY USEEUL, PARTICULARLY IN BROADENING AND DEEPENDING 
OUR CONTACTS WITH BANGLADESHI MILITARY PERSONNEL. 

THE BANGLADESHIS ALSO APPEARED PLEASED TO HOST AND 
SPEAK DIRECTLY AND AT LENGTH WITH A SENIOR 
UNITED STATES MILITARY COMMANDER. WHILE UNDERSTANDING 
THE PURPOSE OE THE ADMIRAL'S VISIT WAS AN AREA 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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ORIENTATION, THE BANGLADESHIS COULD NOT BUT VALUE 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A SENIOR AMERICAN MILITARY 
OEFICIAL - IN BANGLADESH - AWARE OF THEIR CURRENT 
MILITARY STATUS AND NEEDS. THE ADMIRAL, WHILE 
PROJECTING AN APPRECIATION OE THOSE NEEDS, SOUGHT TO 
MAKE CLEAR THAT THERE IS LITTLE PROSPECT THE 
UNITED STATES WILL TAKE SUBSTANTIAL MEASURES TO 
SATISFY THEM. THE VISIT, HOWEVER, DID SERVE THE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


PURPOSE OF PROMOTING CORDIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN 
BANGLADESH AND THE UNITED STATES. 

BERGESEN 
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